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“  Therefore  leaving  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  let  ns  go 
on  unto  perfection.”  — ■  Heb.  vi :  1. 

This  day  marks  a  new  and  important  era  in  otir  progres¬ 
sive  history  as  a  distinct  body  of  Christians.  It  is,  indeed, 
an  anniversary  occasion  —  our  annual  convocation.  But  we 
meet  on  this  occasion  with  no  pompous  rites  of  festive  mirth, 
to  celebrate  some  great  event,  or  grand  achievement,  or 
splendid  victory.  It  is  not  a  celebration  day  that  brings  us 
together. 

We  meet  to  work  — -  we  meet  to  devise  measures  for  the 
spread  of  truth  and  righteousness  in  the  earth — we  meet 
to  comfort,  encourage,  and  strengthen  each  other  in  the 
great  work  of  human  good —  we  meet  to  ascertain  our  re¬ 
sources,  our  present  condition  and  our  future  prospects  in 
the  Efreat  work  of  reforming  mankind.  Yes,  we  have  met 
to  work  ;  our  day  of  toil  is  not  yet  ended ;  our  sun  is  yet 
high  above  the  western  hills  ;  the  battle  is  not  yet  won  ; 
the  enemy  is  not  entirely  subdued  ;  the  conflict  is  still  going 
on;  —  complete  victory  will  be  celebrated  in  Eternity  ! 

Convened,  then,  as  we  are,  on  our  twenty-third  confer¬ 
ence  anniversary,  it  is  devoutly  hoped  that  the  page  of  his¬ 
tory  which  this  occasion  shall  cause  to  be  written,  may  be 
marked  by  footprints  of  rapid  strides  towards  perfection. 
We  have  now,  as  a  conference,  fairly  passed  the  years  of  our 
minority ;  and  having  attained  the  age  of  manhood,  let  us 
endeavor  to  act  like  men.  Let  us  devise  plans  and  make 
use  of  means  for  future  advancement,  till  we  arrive  at  the 
perfect  stature  of  Christians,  both  as  individuals  and  as  a 
body. 

The  subject  I  have  chosen  for  our  present  contemplation, 
seems  appropriate  to  the  present  occasion.  Our  course  is 
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onward.  We  believe  in  progression.  We  adopt  the  divine 
maxim,  “let  ns  go  on  unto  'perfection. 

Progress  seems  to  be  a  law  written  all  over  the  universe ; 
upon  all  objects,  whether  material  or  spiritual,  and  upon  all 
enterprises,  whether  human  or  divine.  Every  page  of  na¬ 
tures  great  volume  bears  the  inscription  of  this  law,  as 
though  written  with  the  diamond’s  point.  Ages  have  not 
obliterated  a  scratch,  but  have  deepened  every  line.  Look 
where  we  may,  in  either  of  nature’s  kingdoms,  the  animal, 
vegetable,  or  mineral,  we  everywhere  behold  progress  and 
development. 

See  that  robust  man,  whose  brawny  arm,  nerved  with 
herculean  power,  has  striven  successfully  with  nature,  un¬ 
til  the  wilderness  has  blossomed  with  towns,  and  the  earth 
been  all  dotted  over  with  cities,  lifting  their  lofty  spires  up 
to  heaven.  He  was  once  an  helpless  infant,  possessing 
only  the  undeveloped  germs  of  his  mature  and  manly 
strength. 

That  tall,  mountain  oak,  which  defies  the  rudest  tempest, 
and  laughs  at  the  whirlwind,  was  once  but  the  undeveloped 
acorn,  seemingly  possessed  of  neither  life  nor  strength,  but 
which  now,  by  this  law,  spreads  his  branching  arms  to  wel¬ 
come  the  storm. 

The  everlasting  hills,  whose  lofty  peaks  pierce  the  clouds, 
were  once,  perhaps,  concealed  deep  in  the  bosom  of  the 
earth,  yet,  by  some  principles  of  development,  have  been 
sent  up  to  be  the  monuments  of  Almighty  power. 

All  these,  by  the  law  of  progression,  have  gone  on  unto 
perfection. 

Every  object  or  enterprise  has  its  beginning  and  progres¬ 
sion,  its  principles  and  their  development,  its  designs  to  be 
accomplished,  and  the  toil  to  be  endured  to  carry  them  for¬ 
ward.  And  perfection  crowns  any  enterpsise  only  by  the 
application  of  its  principles  until  its  designs  are  accomplish¬ 
ed  and  its  work  completed. 

Some  enterprises  have  an  end,  because  their  principles 
having  been  applied  and  their  designs  accomplished,  they 
have  experienced  a  perfect  development.  But  there  are 
others  of  which  we  may  affirm  an  endless  progression. 

Man,  we  say,  is  a  being  of  endless  progress,  because  he 
possesses  powers  and  capacities,  which  will  be  unfolding 
forever.  Knowledge  and  wisdom  and  love  are  infinite ;  and 
since  the  human  mind  is  capable  of  drinking  in  more  and 
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more  of  these  divine  attributes,  since  it  is  capable  of  an  al¬ 
most  infinite  expansion,  we  affirm  of  its  progress  that  it  will 
be  endless.  Man  may  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  as  long  as  truth  and  knowledge  spread  their  in¬ 
finitude  before  him.  Eternity  will  not  exhaust  their  resour¬ 
ces,  or  expend  their  rich  stores.  The  horizon  which  bounds 
man’s  spiritual  and  mental  vision  will  ever  be  but  apparent 
or  imaginary.  Like  the  mariner  on  the  ocean  wave,  who, 
with  each  advancing  gale,  sees  new  oceans  rise  where  sky 
and  ocean  seem  to  meet,  so  man,  as  he  advances  in  know¬ 
ledge,  will  see  new  fountains  pour  their  crystal  streams,  and 
hear  new  voices  repeating  the  echo,  “progress  is  endless .” 
Christianity,  we  say,  is  a  progressive  system  ;  because  its 
genius  is  to  perfectly  develop  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of 
the  human  soul  to  make  man,  in  purity  and  love  like  to  God. 
And  as  we  affirm  of  man  an  endless  progression,  so  of 
Christianity,  as  a  means  of  his  perfection,  we  affirm  an  end¬ 
less  progression  also. 

But  to  return  to  ourselves,  as  a  distinct  body  of  Christians, 
standing  upon  the  principles  of  Christ’s  doctrine,  we  say  let 
us  go  on  unto  perfection.  We  are  engaged  in  a  noble  enter- 
prize,  and  more  than  half  a  century  has  proved  that  our  work 
is  a  progressive  one.  I  need  not  here  refer  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  our  origin,  or  the  causes  which  gave  us  existence 
as  a  body.  Those  circumstances  and  causes  are  known  to 
most,  if  not  all  of  my  hearers.  They  have  long  been  matters 
of  history,  so  that  whoever  is  unacquainted  with  them  has 
failed  to  read. 

All  we  need  say  is,  that  the  nineteenth  century  finds  us 
occupying  a  respectable  position  in  the  Christian  world,  as  a 
separate  body,  endeavoring  to  apply  what  we  deem  to  be 
the  great  and  fundamental  principles  of  Christ’s  Gospel  to 
the  development  and  reformation  of  human  life  and  charac¬ 
ter.  Neither  would  we  be  exclusive,  either  in  the  letter  or  the 
spirit.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  we,  and  we  alone,  are  the 
church, and  the  only  body  of  professed  Christians  who  are  en¬ 
deavoring  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  to  human  life. 

Other  bodies  of  Christians  are  engaged  in  the  same  noble 
work,  some  of  whom  adopt  very  nearly  our  sentiments,  and 
others  differ  more  widely,  but  all  endeavoring  to  do  good  to 
mankind.  And  we  dare  not  unchristianize  any  who  are 
casting  out  devils  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  although 
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they  may  not  belong  with  us,  or  extend  to  us  the  hand  of 
fellowship,  or  think  as  we  do  on  all  points  of  religious  belief. 

But  what  we  mean  to  say  is  this :  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances  to  which  we  owe  our  origin,  and  which  have  attend¬ 
ed  us  ever  since  we  have  had  ail  existence,  plainly  indicate, 
that  in  the  providence  of  God,  we  have  been  raised  up  to 
stand  alone,  and  act  an  important  part  in  reforming  the 
world,  in  spreading  true  and  liberal  views  of  Christianity 
among  mankind,  and  in  placing  the  Bible  above  human  tra¬ 
ditions  and  all  the  creeds  of  uninspired  and  fallible  men. 

Being  esteemed  heterodox  in  what,  by  many  are  termed 
the  essential  doctrines  of  Christianity,  we  have  been  driven 
to  the  extremity  of  either  abandoning  what  we  consider  some 
of  the  most  sacred  principles  of  the  Gospel :  such  as  the 
right  of  every  man  to  private  judgment  in  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  scripture  ;  the  liberty  of  conscience  to  worship  God 
as  seemeth  to  every  one  right ;  that  the  Bible,  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  word  of  God,  and  that  alone,  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  rule  of  faith  and  life,  so  that,  in  the  language  of  the 
Methodist  Discipline,  “what  is  not  written  therein,  or  can¬ 
not  be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  believed  ;  —  would  to 
God  that  this  Article  had  ever  been  adhered  to  —  and  that 
Christian  character  is  the  only  true  Gospel  test  of  Christian 
fellowship — we  have  been  compelled,  I  say,  either  to 
abandon  these  principles,  or  stand  alone  and  drink  the  cup 
of  persecution,  and  bear  the  anathemas  of  those  Christians, 
who  deemed  themselves  more  orthodox  than  they  considered 
us  to  be.  We  have  chosen  the  latter  course  ;  and  hence 
we  stand  before  the  world  to-day  a  distinct  and  separate 
body  of  Christians,  desiring  simply  to  be  known  as  Christians, 
with  no  appellation  to  designate  anj^  sentiment  or  church 
ordinance,  or  mode  of  government.  With  these  principles 
for  our  basis,  we  have  published  our  sentiments  to  the  world ; 
we  have  challenged  investigation  ;  and  we  still  challenge 
investigation,  desiring  truth  above  all  things,  and  determin- 
ed  to  follow  its  light  till  spiritual  emancipation  shall  take 
the  place  of  ecclesiastical  bondage,  aud  all  mankind  shall 
enjoy  the  priceless  boon  of  true  Gospel  liberty. 

We  repeat,  then,  in  the  language  of  the  text,  “  Leaving 
these  great  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,”  which  dis¬ 
tinguish  us  from  a  narrow-minded,  soul-dwarfing  sectarianism, 
let  us  go  on  unto  perfection. 

We  are  not  to  understand,  by  leaving  these  principles. 
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that  we  are  to  abandon  or  give  up  any  doctrine  or  precept  of 
Christ.  We  are  not  to  leave  our  principles  out  of  sight,  or 
forget  them,  or  sutler  them  not  to  influence  us  in  our  onward 
course.  We  are  to  cherish  them,  reflect  upon  them,  and 
teach  them  to  the  world.  They  are  to  be  our  points  of  de¬ 
parture,  whence  we  commence  our  reckoning  in  survey¬ 
ing  the  vast  field  of  Christian  progress. 

The  simple  idea  is  this,  we  are  not  to  remain  always  in 
the  rudiments  of  our  Christian  course,  and  forever  be  study¬ 
ing  the  alphabet  of  Christian  knowledge  and  reformation. 
We  are  not  to  dwell  forever  in  the  letter  of  our  principles, 
and  never  drink  in  their  spirit.  We  are  not  to  be  forever 
theorizing  and  never  practising.  But  with  our  principles 
thoroughly  defined  and  established,  being,  as  the  apostle 
said,  “  rooted  and  grounded”  in  the  faith,  we  are  to  go  on 
and  apply  those  principles  until  ourselves,  society,  and  the 
world,  are  perfectly  brought  under  their  influence,  and  all 
opposing  forces  completely  subdued.  We  are  to  go  on  un¬ 
til  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  are  perfectly  developed  in 
human  life  and  character,  and  all  their  designs  are  perfectly 
accomplished. 

Such  I  understand  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  text. 

And  by  a' moment’s  reflection,  and  a  cursory  observation 
of  human  character  and  society,  we  shall  find  that  great  ad¬ 
vancement  must  be  made,  before  our  principles  shall  per¬ 
vade  the  Christian  world,  at  least,  in  practice.  We  shall 
speak,  first,  of  true  Christian  or  gospel  liberty.  Every 
Christian  should  be  a  freeman  in  the  gospel  sense  of  the 
term.  The  teachings  of  Christ  sanctioa  no  spiritual  bond¬ 
age.  Individual  freedom  is  a  prominent  doctrine  of  the 
Hew  Testament.  When  the  Savior  said,  “  Ye  shall  know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free,”  he  spoke  of 
individuals.  When  he  said,  “  If  the  Son,  therefore,  shall 
make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed,”  he  meant  individu¬ 
al  freedom.  And  so  did  Paul,  when  he  said,  “  For  he  that 
is  called,  being  a  servant,  is  the  Lord’s  freeman.”  By  free¬ 
dom,  I  understand,  the  right  to  think  and  act  freely  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religious  faith  aud  duty,  unrestrained  by  the  doctrines 
and  commandments  of  men,  unrestrained  by  the  creeds  or 
confessions  of  faith  of  any  council,  synod,  presbytery,  or 
church,  whether  the  creed  be  written  or  unwritten.  It  is 
simply  the  liberty  which  every  individual  possesses  of  form¬ 
ing  his  own  opinions  as  to  what  the  Bible  teaches,  and  what 
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it  does  not ;  of  ivhat  he  must  believe  and  what  he  must  not ; 
of  what  is  essential  and  what  is  not,  as  it  regards  his  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  Let  the  voice  of  God  come  to  every  individual’s 
mind  and  conscience,  as  he  reads  for  himself  the  teachings 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles  ;  and  let  him  be  at  liberty  to  em¬ 
brace  the  truth  as  revealed  to  him,  free  from  the  biasing  fear 
of  incuring  the  displeasure  of  the  churc'h,  or  the  priest,  if 
perchance  some  opinion  should  be  honestly  formed  con¬ 
trary  to  the  creed  —  contrary  to  what  has  long  been  believ¬ 
ed  and  considered  sacred  from  its  antiquity.  Let  no  opinion 
be  forced  upon  any  mind,  through  fear  of  denunciation,  or 
excommunication,  or  the  threatened  judgments  of  offended 
Heaven.  Let  honest  conviction  springing  up  from  individu¬ 
ally-perceived  truth,  be  the  basis  of  every  man’s  faith.  A  con¬ 
strained  faith,  like  a  constrained  obedience,  is  not  acceptible  to 
God.  The  soul  should  understand  its  right  to  range  the  fields 
of  truth  and  knowledge,  and  drink  in  their  life-giving  waters 
from  every  bubbling  fountain,  with  no  human  dictation  to  crip¬ 
ple  its  energies  by  saying  to  the  investigating  and  inquiring 
mind,  “  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther,”  for  all  beyond 
what  we  prescribe,  is  base  heresy  and  damning  error.  Such 
then  is  gospel  liberty  —  a  liberty  which  emancipates  the 
soul  from  the  bondage  of  ecclesiastical  dictation  and  oppres¬ 
sion.  To  apply  this  principle,  is  a  part  of  our  work,  and  in 
this  direction  there  is  room  for  great  progress.  The  world 
is  full  of  spiritual  bondage.  How  few,  among  the  mass  of 
professed  Christians,  think  they  have  a  right  to  go  beyond 
what  the  creed  teaches,  and  what  their  fathers  have  believ¬ 
ed,  and  their  minister  teaches.  How  few  feel  that  they  have 
the  right  to  do  their  own  thinking  and  believing.  Let  us 

o  .  o  o 

go  on  unto  perfection  in  the  application  of  the  soul-eleva¬ 
ting  principle  of  Christian  liberty. 

Great  progress  will  be  made  when  mankind  understand 
that  they  have  the  right  to  be  spiritually  free  —  the  right  to 
think  and  believe  for  themselves.  But  our  labor  will  not 
cease  with  this  point  gained.  There  is  another  advance  to 
be  made,  another  progressive  step  to  be  taken  before  per¬ 
fection  will  crown  our  toils.  After  having  established  the 
right,  to  be  free,  we  must  labor  to  make  mankind  feel  the 
propriety,  the  duty,  the  necessity  of  exercising  that  right. 

What  an  astonishing  indifference  is  manifested  by  the 
multitude,  and  by  many,  too,  who  know  their  freedom,  as 
to  what  doctrines  or  views  they  embrace  or  sanction. 
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if  a  sentiment  only  be  popular,  thousands  are  ready  to 
stoat  on  the  eddying  current,  though  a  malstrom  of  incon¬ 
sistencies  be  ready  to  engulf  them  —  especially  is  this  the 
case  with  such  as  have  no  principle  to  maintain,  but  world¬ 
ly  interest,  or  rather  such  as  sacrifice  every  other  sentiment, 
to  that  of  gain.  The  inquiry  with  them  is,  how  can  I  best 
promote  my  earthly  interest,  and  secure  the  favor  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  men  ?  They  hardly  ever  think  of  G6d,  of  their 
own  consciences,  or  of  duty.  The  merchant  is  anxious  to 
secure  the  greatest  amount  of  trade.  ITe  inquires  out  the 
most  popular  sect,  or  perhaps  the  most  wealthy,  —  for 
wealth  and  popularity  are  almost  synonyms  at  the  present 
day.  —  He  hires  a  seat,  goes  to  church,  drops,  perhaps,  a 
shilling  into  the  hat,  and  lo  !  his  store  is  thronged  with  rich 
customers,  exchanging  silver  for  silks,  and  gold  for  goods, 
praising,  perhaps,  his  Sunday  liberality,  and  congratulating- 
themselves  that  they  have  such  an  aid  to  their  church. 
While  he,  perhaps,  is  saying  to  himself,  I  hate  their  doc¬ 
trines,  but  I  love  their  dollars,  and  it  makes  but  little  diffe¬ 
rence  what  sentiments  I  sanction,  after  all.  The  mechanic, 
the  lawyer,  the  physician,  and  l  have  sometimes  thought  that 
some  ministers,  are  actuated  by  the  same  low  and  merce¬ 
nary  motives. 

There  are  others,  and  multitudes  too,  who  are  not  willing 
to  submit  to  the  toil  of  investigating  for  themselves.  They 
■are  willing,  yea  rather  choose  to  receive  their  faith  from 
another,  than  to  think  for  themselves.  They  have  not  felt 
the  necessity  of  exercising  their  Christian  liberty. 

Had  this  spirit  of  sycophancy,  this  love  of  interest,  and 
ease,  and  popularity,  actuated  our  forefathers,  when  they 
felt  the  weight  of  civil  oppression  bearing  them  down,  would 
freedom’s  proud  bird  ever  have  perched  on  America’s  free 
■sheres?  So,  no.  They  themselves  would  have  died  in 
bondage,  and  their  posterity  would  now  be  clanking  the 
chains  of  civil  oppression.  They  felt  that  they  owed  a  duty 
to  themselves  and  to  the  world,  and  they  manfully  engaged, 
in  the  conflict.  The  result  we  all  know.  This  spirit  of  pan¬ 
dering  to  the  popular  will,  this  love  of  worldly  gain  and 
ease,  is  sapping  the  very  foundation  of  Christian  liberty.  It 
is  destroying  all  independence  of  thought,  crippling  the 
soul’s  free  powers  and  dwarfing  the  human  intellect.  It 
stops  free  inquiry  which  can  alone  enlarge  the  mind ;  it 
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deadens  conscience,  and  prevents  man  from  searching  into 
the  deep  things  of  God. 

Let  ns  go  on  then,  until  this  principle  of  the  gospel  shall 
he  perfected  ;  until  all  human  intelligences  shall  understand 
their  right,  and  feel  the  importance  of  being  spiritually  free  ; 
until  the  human  mind  is  entirely  disenthralled  from  the  fatal 
delusion  of  permitting  others  to  do  its  thinking  and  believing. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  of  the  application  of  this  principle 
tp  mankind  in  general.  ])ut  it  may  with  much  propriety  be 
applied  to  ourselves  as  a  body  of  Christians.  Let  me  en¬ 
quire  if  we  have  carried  this  principle  to  perfection  among 
ourselves.  Do  we  not  find  sometimes  in  our  connection  a 
spirit  of  dictation  with  regard  to  Christian  doctrine  and  faith  ? 
Is  not  the  propriety  sometimes  urged  of  writing  out  an  ex¬ 
pression  or  formulary  of  our  sentiments,  to  be  used  for  future 
reference,  so  that  the  world  may  know  what  we  believe. 
Now  such  a  formulary  would  look  to  me  very  much  like  a 
creed.  Indeed,  it  would  be  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  hu¬ 
man  creed,  saying  we  believe  thus  and  so — uo  more  and  no 
less.  And  although,  at  first,  there  might  be  nothing  very 
offensive  in  such  a  course,  yet  through  the  fraility  of  the 
flesh,  the  love  of  authority,  and  the  desire  to  make  others 
think  as  Ave  do,  the  time  might  come  when  the  measure 
would  assume  the  dictatorial  form,  saying  you  must  believe 
thus  and  so — no  more  and  no  less — -on  pain  of  being  de¬ 
nounced  as  heretics  and  anti-orthodox,  and  being  denied  Chris¬ 
tian  sympathy  and  fellowship.  No,  brethren,  let  us  shun 
the  very  appearance  of  the  world- cursing  evil  of  creedism 
and  sectarianism.  Our  sentiments  are  already  written  in  a 
book — the  Bible.  And  there  may  you,  and  I,  and  the  world, 
individually,  learn  for  ourselves  the  essentials  of  Christian 
doctrine.  Let  us  go  on  unto  perfection  as  a  body  and  as  in¬ 
dividuals.  Let  us  give  free  scope  to  thought  and  imagina¬ 
tion.  Let  us  seek  for  the  new  throughout  the  universe  of 
unexplored  truth.  It  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  the 
world.  The  works  of  God  are  teeming  with  truths  which 
we  have  not  yet  seen.  Creation  is  pregnant  with  soul-ele¬ 
vating  ideas,  which  require  but  the  free,  unrestrained  exer¬ 
cise  of  thought,  to  be  inwrought  into  our  spiritual  being,,  af¬ 
fording  us  greater  facilities  for  making  still  higher  attain¬ 
ments. 

Another  of  our  principles,  which  we  ardently  cherish,  and 
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which  needs  a  further  development,  is,  that  Christian  char¬ 
acter  is  the  only  true  test  of  Christian  fellowship.  How  much 
room  there  is  for  progress  in  this  direction. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that  if  the  Master  himself 
should  now  return  to  earth,  with  all  his  virtues,  his  meek¬ 
ness,  his  sympathy,  his  toil,  his  love,  his  wisdom,  he  would 
be  shut  from  many  temples  erected  to  his  name,  and  from 
the  society  of  many  who  profess  to  love  him,  unless  he  should 
pronounce  some  sectarian  shibboleth,  be  clothed  in  fine  appa¬ 
rel,  or  be  possessed  of  a  vast  amount  of  wealth.  The  sym¬ 
pathies  of  the  Christian  world  towards  their  fellows  seem  to 
be  based  upon  every  principle,  but  the  right  one,  viz — good¬ 
ness.  The  Divine  injunction,  “  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them,”  seems  to  be  left  out  of  the  account.  Christians  seem 
to  forget  that  a  bitter  fountain  cannot  send  forth  sweet  wa- 
ter.  It  is  through  a  departure  from  this  principle  that  cor¬ 
ruption  is  fostered  in  the  church.  Opinion  is  made  a  test. 
An  agreement  of  opinion,  or  a  professed  agreement  on  cer¬ 
tain  doctrines,  cannot  be  a  proper  test  of  Christian  recogni¬ 
tion,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  Opinions  cannot  be 
seen.  They  are  inward— -the  operations  of  the  mind  and 
known  to  God  only.  Character  is  the  life  :  it  is  outward, 
visible,  known  and  read  of  all  men.  Men  can  act  the  hypo¬ 
crite  with  regard  to  opinions  and  not  be  discovered.  They 
may  profess  to  believe  what  they  do  not  actually  believe. 
But  with  regard  to  character  they  cannot  dissemble.  Hence 
character  becomes  a  proper  test.  Christianity  suffers  through 
this  departure  from  gospel  principle.  The  world  needs  re¬ 
forming  in  this  direction.  Let  us,  my  brethren,  go  on  unto 
perfection  in  the  development  of  this  principle,  until  all  the 
good  shall  love  each  other. 

But  another  important  principle  of  our  faith  is,  that  the 
Bible  is  the  only  safe  rule  of  human  duty.  We  are  therein 
taught  what  we  must  do  to  inherit  eternal  life,  what  our 
conduct  should  be  in  relation  to  our  intercourse  with  our 
fellow  men.  We  believe  that  what  is  therein  commanded 
must  be  obeyed,  and  every  command  or  law  which  conflicts 
with  it  must  be  disobeyed.  If  we  swear  allegiance  to  any  con¬ 
stitution  or  law  which  requires  us  to  violate  the  laws  of  hu¬ 
manity,  given  us  by  God,  we  withdraw  our  allegiance  from 
Him.  We  are  to  obey  our  rulers,  it  is  true,  and  yield  com¬ 
pliance  to  the  laws. of  the  land,  unless  by  so  doing  we  violate 
the  law  of  God.  Am  I  forbidden  to  do  an  act  of  kindness 
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to  a  suffering  brother  ?  Am  I  forbidden  fo  do  to  others  as 
I  would  have  others  do  to  me,  by  human  enactments  ?  Then 
I  must  disobey  them.  What  though  imprisonment,  and  even 
death,  are  threatened— -1  must  disobey  still.  I  must  go  to 
prison,  or  the  stake,  rather  than  disobey  G-od.  Did  Daniel 
obey  the  king  to  escape  the  mouth  of  lions  ?  Did  the  three 
worthies  disobey  God  because  threatened  with  torture  ? 
Did  Peter,  and  John,  and  Paul,  count  their  lives  so  dear  un¬ 
to  them,  as  to  hearken  unto  men,  rather  than  unto  God  ?  I 
speak  to  wise  men :  judge  ye  w'hat  I  say. 

The  world  needs  reforming  on  this  subject.  The  idea  of 
a  “  higher  law,”  than  human,  is  even  now  a  bye-word. 
Strong  and  influential  men  are  placing  the  Constitution  of 
our  government  above  all  other  teachings.  They  are  re¬ 
quiring  implicit  obedience  to  all  they  say  it  teaches,  as  though 
it  -were  framed  by  infallible  agency.  Whereas  we  know  it 
is  but  the  work  of  erring  man.  There  is  no  authority  upon 
earth  superior  to  the  teachings  of  Christ.  No  laws  for  hu¬ 
man  conduct  above  the  Christian  law.  We  say  the  Bible  is 
our  rule  of  faith  and  life.  We  know  none  higher  or  better. 

I  might  speak  of  other  principles,  as  faith,  and  love,  and 
benevolence,  and  show  the  importance,  of  our  progress  in 
their  development,  or  our  progress  in  holiness  by  their  per¬ 
fect  application.  But  I  must  forbear,  and  proceed  to  ano¬ 
ther  important  consideration  growing  out  of  this  subject : 
that  is  the  means  by  which  our  progress  may  be  facilitated. 
In  other  words,  what  is  necessary  in  order  that  we,  as  a 
body  of  Christians,  may  spread  more  rapidly  the  principles 
of  the  doctrine  of  Christ  among  men.  This  is  an  important 
inquiry,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  in 
relation  to  it.  And,  in  the  first  place,  we  .need,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  a  more  systematic  organization,  so  that  our  efforts 
shall  be  more  united.  We  lose  half  our  power  for  the 
want  of  combination  of  strength.  Look  at  the  sects  around 
us.  They  prosper  and  gain  strength,  and  spread  abroad 
their  principles.  Why  is  it  ?  Are  their  principles  superior 
to  ours?  Are  they  more  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of 
Christianity  than  ours  ?  We  believe  not.  Then  why  is  it? 
One  reason  is  that  they  have  a  more  systematic  organization. 
And  hence  we  should  make  improvement  in  this  particular. 
Not  that  we  should  ape  the  sects,  and  do  as  they  do,  simply 
because  they  do  so.  But  because,  in  thorough  and  perfect 
organization,  we  recognize  a  true,  native  principle  of  pros- 
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perity,  perfectly  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  gospel. 
I  am  no  disorganizer — »I  am  in  favor  of  the  union  of  strength 
— a  systematic  combination  of  effort.  This  principle  of  pros¬ 
perity  is  true  in  all  enterprises,  religious  or  worldly,  where 
the  power  dwells  in  the  mass.  It  is  simply  a  means  of  con¬ 
centrating  the  power,  so  as  to  bring  the  whole  strength  to 
bear  in  a  certain  direction.  The  various  sects  around  us, 
having  discovered  this  principle,  have  seized  upon  it  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  plans,  and  it  has  operated  like  a  charm.  Nature 
is  ever  true  to  herself.  And  her  principles,  when  applied, 
always  produce  a  given  result.  And  is  it  wrong  to  apply  a 
true  principle,  so  obviously  characterized  by  success,  to 
spread  our  principles,  and  advance  our  interests,  and  the  good 
of  man  ? 

Have  we  not,  as  a  body,  been  so  afraid  of  acting  like  other 
denominations,  as  not  to  make  use  of  a  true  principle,  upon 
which  our  future  prosperity  very  much  depends '?  Have 
we  not  abandoned  one  extreme  simply  to  be  swept  away  on 
the  current  of  an  opposite  extreme  ? 

All  persons  acting  in  concert,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
a  given  purpose,  should  have  rules  of  action  by  which  they 
are  to  be  governed,  otherwise,  there  is  no  concentration  of 
strength.  In  each  of  our  churches  there  should  be  a  sab¬ 
bath  school  and  bible  class,  where  our  youth  can  be  taught 
our  principles,  and  their  sympathies  entwined  around  them, 
so  that,  by  and  by,  we  may  not  give  our  strength  to  stran¬ 
gers.  Then  we  need  missionary  societies,  and  benevolent  so¬ 
cieties,  and  ministerial  societies,  and  bible  societies,  and  so 
on,  through  the  whole  round  of  organization.  So  that  every 
individual  may  have  something  to  do  ;  so  that  all  our  means 
and  strength  may  be  invested  in  the  cause.  The  grand  se¬ 
cret  of  success  in  a  church  or  society  is  to  get  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  it  to  work.  Let  every  one  feel  that  he  is  doing  some¬ 
thing  in  the  cause.  An  indolent  society  cannot  prosper 
any  more  than  an  indolent  man  can.  The  body  of  Christ  is 
composed  of  different  members,  but  all  members  have  not 
the  same  office.  We  all  have  our  gifts  —  times  and  places 
to  labor  in  the  church.  Let  him  that  teacheth  make  that 
his  business.  Let  him  that  ruleth  attend  to  his  business  — 
and  let  him  that  gineth,  do  it  cheerfully.  We  organize 
churches  enough,  in  all  conscience.  But  what  is  the  use 
to  organize  a  church,  unless  some  provision  be  made  to  sus¬ 
tain  it  ?  It  would  be  like  leaving  sheep  without  a  shepherd, 
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to  the  mercy  of  wild  beasts.  A  proper  system,  it  appears 
to  me,  would  organize  no  more  churches  or  societies,  than 
could  be  easily  and  cheerfully  sustained.  And  no  body  of 
persons  should  be  constituted  a  church,  without  the  means, 
the  willingness ,  and  the  determination  to  support  a  minister 
at  least  a  part  of  the  time,  so  that  all  the  ordinances  of  God’s 
house  might  be  attended  to.  God  would  thus  be  honored 
in  the  church,  and  we  might,  with  the  Psalmist,  say,  “  I  love 
the  place  where  thine  honor  dvvelleth.” 

How  much  we  have  lost  for  want  of  more  system  in  sus¬ 
taining  many  of  our  societies  after  having  brought  them  into 
being.  But  here  I  am  met  with  an  objection.  I  am  told 
that  what  1  have  said  with  regard  to  Christian  Ifberly,  con¬ 
flicts  with  my  ideas  of  systematic  organization.  But  let  us 
look  a  moment  and  see  if  there  is  any  discrepancy  here.  I 
have  said  that  the  Christian  is  a  free  man — indeed  he  is. — 
But  having  been  called  unto  liberty,  he  is  not  to  use  his  lib¬ 
erty  for  an  occasion  to  the  flesh  ;  that  is,  through  his  liber¬ 
ty,  he  is  not  permitted  to  disregard  his  obligations  to  the 
church,  in  order  to  gratify  his  love  of  ease,  or  gain,  or  any 
selfish  design  whatever.  Persons,  sometimes,  have  either 
mistaken  the  true  idea  of  the  Christian’s  liberty,  or  else  they 
have  carried  it  too  far.  True  gospel  liberty  is  mental  liberty. 
It  leaves  the  mind  free  to  think,  to  reflect,  to  believe.  But 
it  does  not  free  us  from  the  responsibilities  of  life  as  Chris¬ 
tians.  Tiie  church  has  its  burdens  to  be  borne,  and  all  must 
bear  a  part.  Paul  was  right  when  he  said,  “  bear  ye  one 
another’s  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.”  Let  us, 
then,  as  a  means  of  future  progress,  secure  a  more  system¬ 
atic  organization  in  our  societies,  so  that  all  our  strength  and 
means  may  be  united  in  the  spread  of  Christian  truth. 

This  leads  me  to  speak  of  another  means  of  progess — that 
is  liberality.  Not  of  mind,  but  of  money.  No  cause  can 
prosper  or  progress  very  far  without  the  important  aid  of 
money.  We  ought  to  know  and  feel  that  God  can  be  served 
and  honored  by  our  purses  as  well  as  by  our  prayers.  We 
have  received  freely  of  this  world’s  goods,  and  we  are  taught 
with  equal  clearness  that  we  are  to  give  freely.  No  sin  is 
more  strongly  condemned  in  the  Bible  than  that  of  covet¬ 
ousness.  It  is  called  idolatry.  It  is  indeed  worshipping 
gold  instead  of  God.  Now,  as  all  we  possess  has  been  be¬ 
stowed  upon  us  by  God,  and  as  we  are  but  the  stewards  of 
the  manifold  gifts  of  God,  it  follows,  that  as  faithful  stew- 
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ards,  we  should  use  those  gifts  in  his  service,  in  accomplish¬ 
ing  his  designs  among  men.  Those  designs,  we  repeat,  can¬ 
not  be  successfully  carried  forward  without  the  assistance  of 
means.  Wealth  is  one  of  God’s  best  agents  for  promoting 
the  good  of  mankind.  God  never  filled  the  earth  with  rich 
treasures,  to  lie  concealed  from  human  observation.  Much 
less  did  he  fill  the  earth  with  treasures  to  promote  selfish¬ 
ness  or  pride,  or  oppression,  or  to  create  distinctions  in  the 
world.  Wealth  is  good  only  when  employed  in  the  service 
of  God.  And  God  is  served  when  man  is  blessed. 

In  the  days  of  Jewish  memory,  God  was  served  by  mo¬ 
ney,  in  building  the  temple,  in  procuring  the  sacred  vessels, 
and  in  the  support  of  the  ministry  ;  so  that  “  they  that  min¬ 
istered  in  holy  things,  lived  of  the  things  of  the  altar,”  and 
“  those  that  waited  on  the  altar,  were  partakers  with  the  al¬ 
tar,”  and  “  he  that  fed  the  floek,  ate  of  the  milk  of  the  flock, ,f 
and  “  those  that  sowed  spiritual  things,  reaped  temporal 
things.” 

O 

The  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  temple  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  were  not  built  without  means.  A  Christian  church 
has  never  been  created  without  money,  and  never  will  be. 
An  institution  of  learning1  has  never  been  reared  without 
funds.  A  congregation  has  never  been  sustained  without 
more  or  less  money  to  defray  its  naturally  accruing  liabili¬ 
ties.  The  minister’s  temporal  wants  must  be  supplied,  or 
he  starves  like  other  men.  He  is  not  so  constituted  as  to 
live  on  air.  However  full  he  may  be  of  the  bread  of 
heaven,  his  natural  stomach  still  craves  the  bread  of  earth. 
He  has  a  claim  upon  those  for  whom  he  labors.  A  portion 
of  their  earthly  treasure  is  his  due.  And  here  let  me  say, 
that  the  society  or  church  which  starves  its  minister,  starves 
itself.  We  want  money  to  carry  on  our  plans  and  sus¬ 
tain  our  cause.  To  the  increase,  then,  of  the  liberal  spirit,  I 
look  as  a  great  means  of  our  future  progress. 

Again,  we  must  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of  ed¬ 
ucation,  would  we  advance  more  rapidly  the  interests  of  our 
cause.  We  need  more  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning 
among  us  as  a  people,  where  our  youth  may  be  instructed 
in  all  the  branches  of  science  and  literature,  so  that  their 
well-trained  minds  and  cultivated  intellects  may  command, 
at  least,  the  respect  of  the  wise  and  good  of  all  classes  and 
countries. 

The  dav  has  gone  by,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  it,  for  ig- 
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norance  to  be  considered  “  the  mother  of  devotion.”  Nei¬ 
ther  is  education  thought  to  be  a  mark  of  impiety.  Nor  is 
it  more  rare  or  difficult,  even,  to  persuade  an  enlightened 
mind  to  become  a  Christian,  than  it  is  a  mind  wandering  in 
the  dark  mazes  of  ignorance.  Some  progress  is  discovera¬ 
ble  in  this  direction.  Our  contemplated  college,  we  trust, 
will  not  end  in  the  mere  contemplation,  but  goon  unto  per¬ 
fection,  and  remove  from  us  the  reproach,  sometimes  too 
justly  merited,  of  wanting  the  educational  spirit.  But  with 
the  completion  of  one  college  we  hope  the  educational  spirit 
will  not  die.  We  want  more  than  one.  Our  people  at  the 
east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south,  we  trust  will  ere 
long  point  the  spires  of  their  colleges  and  academies  toward 
heaven.  With  a  membership  of  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand,  we  ought  to  sustain  many  institutions  of 
learning.  The  Methodist  denomination,  with  a  little  more 
than  double  our  number,  have  three  universities,  six  colle¬ 
ges,  one  Theological  school,  and  thirty-eight  seminaries, 
academies,  and  high  schools.  The  Episcopalian,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  one-fifth  of  our  number,  sustain  seven  colleges 
and  three  Theological  schools  ;  and  the  Old  School  Presby¬ 
terians,  with  about  half  our  number,  sustain  eighteen  colleges 
and  six  Theological  schools.  And  shall  we  be  satisfied  with 
one  such  institution?*  No,  never. 

Let  us,  then,  as  a  means  of  future  advancement,  raise  still 
higher  the  standard  of  education.  Knowledge  is  power, 
and  let  us  make  use  of  it  to  further  us  ou  in  our  career.  Let 
us  not  be  afraid  of  new  light  and  new  truths.  The  discov¬ 
ery  of  a  new  truth  never  blotted  out  an  old  one,  or  rendered 
it  less  brilliant.  Old  truths  are  magnified  by  the  medium 
through  which  new  truths  are  discovered.  The  telescope 
never  obscured  the  firmament  or  blotted  out  a  star.  The 
discovery  of  Le  Verier  did  not  drive  Jupiter  from  the  skies. 
It  only  shone  with  a  magnified  splendor.  So  may  our  pre¬ 
sent  views  be  made  more  clear  by  the  acquisition  of  new  ones. 

But,  finally,  as  a  means  of  our  progress,  let  us  never  for¬ 
get  our  dependence  on  that  power  which  has  hitherto  guided 
us  and  enabled  us  to  arise  to  our  present  condition.  God 
has  blessed  us  as  a  people,  and  without  his  blessing  all  our 
efforts  will  be  iti  vain.  To  Him  we  must  look  for  assistance. 
Our  cause  is  the  cause  of  God  ;  our  principles  are  truth  and 


*  The  numbers  of  the  several  denominations  mentioned  are  taken  from  the  Unitarian 
Christian  Register. 
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righteousness.  Let  us  be  true  to  our  God  and  true  to  our 
principles.  Truth  will  triumph  over  error,  right  over  wrong. 
We  have  much  to  encourage  us  ;  our  past  success  and  our 
present  prospects  are  both  pointing  to  a  brighter  day.  We 
need  not  be  discouraged  ;  toil  in  a  righteous  cause  is  but  a 
pleasure.  “  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing,”  for  “  in 
due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.”  Let  onward  be 
our  motto.  Higher  let  us  rise.  In  the  language  of  Long;- 

o  o  o  o 

fellow  we  say  : 

“  In  the  world’s  wide  field  of  battle, 

In  the  bivouac  of  life, 

Be  not  like  dumb  driven  cattle, 

Be  a  hero  in  the  strife.” 

Yes,  my  brethren  and  friends,  let  us  be  lieros  in  the  great 
conflict  with  sin,  and  error,  and  darkness,  until  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gospel  shall  shine  in  upon  every  human  soul, 
and  God’s  glory  cover  the  earth. 

In  the  language  of  the  text,  “  Let  us  go  on  unto  perfec¬ 
tion,'”  till  we  all  appear  before  God  in  Zion.  Amen. 
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OF  THE 

Twenty-Third  Session  of  the  New  York  Central  Chris¬ 
tian  Conference. 

Agreeably  to  adjournment,  Conference  assembled  at  tbe 
Christian  meeting  house  in  Enfield,  Tompkins  County,  at  8 
o’clock,  A.  M.,  June  16,  A.  D.,  1851. 

After  being  called  to  order  by  tbe  Clerk,  the  tbe  throne 
of  grace  was  addressed  in  an  appropriate  prayer  by  Eld. 
Ezra  Chase,  of  Enfield. 

The  Clerk  then  appointed  Ezra  Marvin,  W.  T.  Caton,  and 
Amasa  Stanton,  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the 
present  session. 

The  committee  nominated  Jonathan  Brown  for  Chairman, 
Alvin  Coburn  for  Clerk,  and  Ezra  Marvin,  E.  J.  Reynolds 
and  E.  M.  Galloway,  for  a  business  committee. 

The  officers  being  duly  elected,  the  Chairman  took  his 
seat,  and  proceeded  to  business,  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  minxes  of  the  last  Conference  being  called  for, 
were  read  and  approved. 

2d.  The  Chair  then  appointed  J.  C.  Burgdorf  and  E.  R. 
Wade  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  names  of  ministers  and 
delegates  present,  and  report  immediately.  Committee  re¬ 
ported,  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

3d.  The  following  Resolution  was  then  presented  by 
the  Business  Committee,  which  was  carried,  viz  : 

That  ministers  and  visiters  from  other  Conferences 
be  invited  to  take  seats  with  us  and  participate  in  our 
deliberations. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  character  and  standing-  of  ministers  belonging  to  this 
Conference.  On  due  examination  fifty  were  approved. 

5th.  Br.  John  B.  Chase  having  requested  that  his  name 
be  discontinued  in  our  minutes  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  dismissed  from  this  Conference,  in 
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good  Christian  character,  and  that  we  urgently  request  him 
to  resume  his  labors  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit. 

6th.  By  request  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  case 
of  Eld.  John  Guthrie.  The  Chair  appointed  A.  Stanton, 
Isaac  Lanning,  and  Zera  Tanner  said  committee. 

'7th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  case 
of  Eld.  M.  Pierson,  and  that  J.  C.  Waggoner,  Philip  Sanford, 
and  J.  C.  Anderson  be  said  committee. 

8th.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
case  of  Eld.  B.  B.  Schenk,  and  that  David  Wade,  Stephen 
Hitchcock,  Obadiah  Chase,  Jabez  Chadwick,  and  John  Cox, 
be  said  committee. 

9th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
case  of  Eld.  E.  L.  Reynolds,  and  that  J.  Chadwick,  A.  Stan¬ 
ton,  E.  Marvin,  J.  C.  Waggoner,  and  E.  R.  Wade,  be  that 
committee. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Opening  prayer,  by  S.  Hitchcock. 

10th.  The  following  resolutions  were  then  presented  by 
Eld.  J.  Chadwick  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  have,  with  deep,  yet  sub¬ 
missive  feeling,  eyed  the  finger  of  God  in  removing,  by 
death,  our  beloved  Brother,  Eld.  Elijah  Shaw,  who  has  for¬ 
merly  labored  acceptably  and  successfullyjpn  this  section  ; 
that  we  heartily  sympathize  with  his  bereaved  family,  and 
that  We  regard  the  event  of  his  death  as  an  afflictive,  yet 
righteous  Providence,  which  loudly  calls  for  the  prayer, 
“  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth.” 

Resolved,  That  the  Providence  of  God  in  the  removal  of 
Eld.  E.  S.  Flemming  by  death,  who  was  a  member  of  this 
Conference,  be  entered  on  our  records,  as  in  itself  an  afflic¬ 
tive  event,  calling  for  our  sympathy  with  his  bereaved  fam¬ 
ily,  and  for  a  waking  up  to  renewed  vigilence  in  the  Christian 
cause. 

Resolved,  As  Eld.  0.  E.  Morrill  has  forwarded  a  letter 
informing  this  Conference  of  his  late  connection  with  the 
Hew  Jersey  Christian  Conference,  and  of  his  request  to  be 
accordingly  dismissed  from  his  particular  connection  with 
us,  that,  from  a  recollection  of  his  past  intercourse  and  use¬ 
ful  labors  among  us,  it  is  trying  to  us  to  be  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  granting  this  request.  Nevertheless,  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  having  called  him  to  another  field  of  labor,  we  prompt- 
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ly  consent  thereto,  and  direct  our  Clerk  to  furnish  him  with 
a  letter  of  dismission  at  his  request,  and  that  we  do  this  in 
hope  of  meeting  him  in  the  Saints’  final  rest. 

11th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  receive  the  reports  of  churches,  and  report  to  this 
Conference  during  its  present  session.  J.  Chadwick  was 
appointed  said  committee. 

12th.  Resolved,  That  we  receive  Eld.  Wm.  Grimes  as  a 
member  of  this  Conference. 

13  th.  Resolved,  That  we  receive  the  church  of  South 
Hartford  into  this  Conference. 

14th.  Resolved ,  That  we  receive  the  church  at  South 
Richland  into  this  Conference. 

15th.  Resolved,  That  the  churches  which  have  not  re¬ 
ported  themselves  this  year,  are  requested  to  do  so  immedi¬ 
ately,  to  Eld.  Alvin  Coburn,  Salubria  Post  Office,  post  paid. 

16th.  Heard  and  adopted  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
churches. 

17th.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  case  of  M. 
Pierson,  was  accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

18th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  visit  M.  Pierson  and  the  church  at  Naples,  and  report  to 
this  Conference  at  its  next  session.  J.  Brown,  J.  Chadwick, 
J.  Anderson,  Isaac  Lanning,  and  Lewis  W.  Proper,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  said  committee. 

19th.  The  committee  on  the  case  of  Eld.  John  W.  Guth¬ 
rie,  reported  that  in  their  judgment  the  church  at  West 
Niles  is  indebted  to  him  $7,08. 

20th.  Resolved,  That  Eld.  J.  W.  Guthrie’s  report  of  him¬ 
self  he  accepted. 

21st.  The  committee  on  the  case  of  Eld.  B.  B.  Schenk, 
reported,  and  their  report  recommending  that  his  name  be 
discontinued  on  our  records,  was  adopted. 

22d.  The  committee  on  the  case  of  Eld.  E.  L.  Reynolds, 
reported,  and  their  report, recommending  that  his  name  be 
dropped  from  our  records,  was  adopted. 

23d.  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  request  a  copy  of 
the  sermon  delivered  by  Eld.  Alvin  Coburn,  and  that  it  be 
published  in  connexion  with  the  minutes  of  the  present  ses¬ 
sion  and  the  rules  of  order. 

24th.  Resolved,  That  Eld.  E.  J.  Reynolds  be  appointed 
to  deliver  our  next  annual  address,  and  that  Eld.  W.  T.  Ca- 
ton  be  his  alternate. 

Adjourned  till  Tuesday  morning  at  7  o’clock. 
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SECOND  DAT. 

Prayer  by  Eld.  Philip  Sanford. 

25th.  Resolved,  That  Elds.  E.  J.  Reynolds,  E.  M.  Gallo¬ 
way,  and  Br.  Obadiah  Chase,  be  our  Missionary  committee 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

26th.  Resolved,  That  Br.  Benjamin  Smith,  of  Honeoye 
Palls,  be  a  committee  to  collect  money  now  in  the  hands  of 
private  brethren,  which  belongs  to  the  Missionary  Board, 
and  forward  the  same  to  their  committee. 

27th.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  consider  it  disorder¬ 
ly  for  a  minister  to  go  into  a  congregation  and  endeavor  to 
create  division  in  the  society  by  drawing  off  a  party  to  sus¬ 
tain  an  expelled  member  and  his  adherents. 

28th.  Resolved,  That  Elds.  W.  T.  Caton  and  E.  J.  Rey¬ 
nolds  be  our  delegates  to  the  Western  C.  Conference  at  its 
approaching  session,  and  that  Eld.  Jonathan  Brown  be  our 
delegate  to  the  Tioga  River  Conference. 

29th.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  alarming  evils  of  in¬ 
temperance,  it  becomes  our  imperative  duty  to  use  our  ut¬ 
most  endeavors  to  secure  the  passage  of  such  enactments 
as  shall  entirely  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a 
beverage. 

30th.  The  following  resolutions  were  then  presented,  and 
after  a  warm  but  candid  discussion,  they  were  almost  unan¬ 
imously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  ministers  and  delegates  of  the 
New  York  Central  Christian  Conference,  in  deep  reverence 
of  Almighty  God,  and  unfeigned  regard  for  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  do  bear  our  solemn  testimony  against 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  as  utterly  opposed  to  the  law  of 
God,  as  abhorrent  to  the  moral  sense  of  all  intelligent  men 
in  civil  life,  as  entirely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  dangerous  to  the  lib¬ 
erties  of  the  people,  and  therefore  as  null  and  void,  and  of 
no  binding  force  upon  the  conscience  ;  and  although  we 
reverence  civil  government,  and  our  own  especially,  and  may 
not  openly  resist ;  yet  we  most  solemnly  declare  that  we 
will  not  obey  this  unjust  and  ungodly  requisition. 

Resolved,  That  from  a  knowledge  of  American  slavery, 
we  are  led  to  the  honest  conviction  that  that  system  is  a 
direct  violation  of  the  law  of  God,  an  outrage  on  our  com¬ 
mon  humanity,  the  proper  sum  of  all  villanies,  the  most 
burning  shame  of  our  country. 
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31st.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  present¬ 
ed  to  Eld.  Ezra  Marvin,  this  church  and  congregation  for 
the  kind  and  liberal  manner,  in  which  they  have  entertained 
us  during  our  present  session. 

32d.  Resolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  Naples,  On¬ 
tario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  Monday  following  the  third  Sunday  in 
June,  1852. 

ALVIN  COBURN,  Clerk. 

Rules  of  Order 

Adopted  by  the  New  York  Central  Christian  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  each  preacher  belonging  to  this  Confer¬ 
ence  present  a  new  letter  annually,  to  the  Conference,  from 
the  church  or  churches  where  he  labors,  or  in  case  of  non- 
attendance,  forward  such  letter. 

Stafford,  June  20 th,  1823. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  the  duty  of  any  church  or 
minister  in  our  bounds,  who  may  have  knowledge  of  the  im¬ 
moral  or  unchristian  conduct  of  any  evangelist,  to  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  same,  and  proceed  in  regular  steps  of  labor 
with  him  as  in  case  of  any  other  offending  brother. 

Stafford,  June  20 th,  1823. 

Resolved,  That  all  who  have  received  letters  of  commen¬ 
dation  as  preachers,  shall  continue  to  preach  statedly,  (if 
possible,)  or  be  amenable  for  such  delinquency,  and  return 
their  letters  to  the  church  or  Conference  granting  them. 

Stafford,  June  20 th,  1823. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  in  relation  to  crime  shall  be  en¬ 
tered  in  the  book  of  records  against  any  preacher  belonging 
to  this  Conference,  until  after  regular  labor  with  him  is  com¬ 
pleted,  and  if  he  be  then  excluded,  it  shall  be  recorded,  with 
the  cause  or  causes  therefor. 

Stafford,  June  20 th,  1823. 

Resolved,  That  any  three  preachers,  and  an  equal  number 
of  brethren  in  good  standing  in  the  conference,  are  author¬ 
ized  to  call  a  special  session  of  this  Conference  at  any  time 
when  in  their  judgment  the  good  of  the  cause  may  be  pro¬ 
moted  thereby.  In  case  of  such  call,  the  object  should  be 
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stated  and  published  in  our  religious  periodical,  at  least  one 
month  before  such  session. 

West  Groton,  June  18 th,  1838. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  Moderator  and  Clerk, 
with  three  members  of  Conference,  authorized  to  call  a  gen¬ 
eral  session  at  any  time  when,  in  their  judgment,  circum¬ 
stances  may  demand  it,  by  giving  one  month’s  notice  in  our 
religious  periodical. 

West  Groton,  June  18th,  1838. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  wholly  dispense  hereafter 
with  the  custom  of  voting  thanks  to  any  one  for  an  address. 

Arcadia,  June  15 th,  1840.' 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  standing  Clerk  shall  call  to 
order  and  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  nominate  all  offi¬ 
cers  of  Conference,  and  present  them  to  the  Conference  for 
their  approval.  ’> 

Lima,  June  21st,  1841. 

Resolved,  That  we  no  longer  publish  any  member  as  in 
good  standing,  unless  he  personally  present,  or  satisfactorily 
represent  himself  at  each  annual  session. 

Lima,  June  21st,  1841. 

Resolved,  That  no  charge  be  preferred  against  any  min¬ 
ister  belonging  to  this  Conference,  without  first  giving  said' 
minister  reasonable  notiee,  (if  practicable,)  specifying  the 
charges  to  be  preferred. 


Plainville,  June  19th,  1843. 


